Outstanding Childcare For 0-5 Years

www.toadhalldaynursery.co.uk

OUR CURRICULUM

EARLY YEARS
FOUNDATION STAGE
At Toad Hall Day Nursery we follow the Early Years
Foundation Stage (EYFS). We believe that children are
born with the desire to learn about themselves, about
other people, and about the world around them.

ABOUT US

WELCOME TO TOAD
HALL DAY NURSERY
As a parent, it is understandable that you will be
demanding the ultimate care and attention for
your child and our philosophy is simple - to
provide the very best!

We have developed a learning ethos for all our children,
from babies to ‘rising 5’s’. Our experienced staff use
children’s interests and natural curiosity to find teachable
moments to help children to learn and develop at a pace
appropriate to them. Experiences in the environment
promote these areas of learning:

Prime Areas
Personal, Social & Emotional Development
Self-confidence and self-awareness, managing
feelings and behaviour, making relationships

Communication and Language
Toad Hall are passionate about raising the standards of
childcare. We provide opportunities so that each child
develops at their own pace in a fun and loving
environment. Every child is an individual with their own
unique needs and we work closely with our parents to
ensure these are met so that every child feels secure and
at home.

We aim to offer the highest quality of childcare
with a stimulating educational programme.

Listening & attention, understanding & speaking

Physical Development
Moving and handling, health and self-care

Specific Areas
Literacy
Reading and writing

Mathematics
Numbers, shape, space and measures

We deliver a play-based curriculum where the children
develop creativity, self-confidence and curiosty in the
moment. Activities are made to be fun where the children
can explore, experiment and make friends in an
empowering environment.
Our purpose built Nursery School is set within the
beautiful grounds of Wyburns Primary School, Rayleigh,
Essex which has been designed to provide a safe and
secure environment for your child.

Our nursery has been graded as Outstanding in all
areas by Ofsted and we have won and been
finalists at the prestigious NMT National Nursery
Awards for many years.

Understanding the World
People and communities, the world, technology

Expressive Art and Design
Being imaginative with media and materials

EVERY CHILD IS UNIQUE

OUR CHILDREN
Every child is an individual and is encouraged to
develop at their own pace in an environment
designed to maximise their learning potential
and develop their independence.
We value the uniqueness of each child. As such each child’s
learning story is unique to their needs, interests and
abilities.

WE ARE ALL INCLUDED

WE ARE LOVED

We welcome all children and families at Toad
Hall. We want everyone that uses the setting to
feel welcomed and included into the Toad Hall
family. We expect parents and families to be
involved in the setting and their child’s
learning and development at every
opportunity. Our SEN & equality in education
policy sets out how we will support children
with any additional needs.

Children learn best when they feel loved and
secure, and have a nurturing environment, so we
set out to give every child this at Toad Hall.
Children are given cuddles if they need one, they
are spoken to kindly and with respect. We take
time to get to know you and your child to make
sure that their time at nursery is as much fun as
possible. All children are invited to attend settling
in sessions up to 3 weeks before their start date, to
help you and your child build relationships and
feel at home.

WE ARE ENCOURAGED

WE HAVE FUN

We will support your child’s learning and
development
through
a
play
based
environment that is designed to engage them
through their individual interests. We have high
learning expectations of all children and believe
that all children are capable to reach their full
potential with the right conditions. Children
need to grow and develop in their own time in
an environment that will continually support
and challenge them at their own level.

During the day, children will choose from a
number of fun and stimulating resource and
activities to encourage their exploration, learning
and play through interest and discovery. Children
will have opportunities to take part in cooking,
dancing, singing, story-time, imaginative play
mark making, to a wide array of arts & crafts
projects.

Your child will have an on-line ‘learning journey’
which documents their learning story and
interests at the setting and at home. We have
certain expectations and boundaries in place to
help children to develop socially and positive
behaviour is reinforced.

We recognise the enjoyment and learning
opportunities provided by the outdoor
environment. During every session, children are
encouraged to explore the outdoors enjoying
activities in our well-equipped, secure garden.
Outings are arranged throughout the year from
visiting the theatre to going to the zoo. We also
take the children out in the local community.

OUR EXPERT TEAM

QUALITY, QUALIFIED
CHILDCARE STAFF
The Nursery's success is down to the hard work
and dedication of our excellent team.
All key persons are First Aid qualified and hold statutory
Food Hygiene and Safeguarding Children certificates.
Our staff are sensitive to the individual needs of each child,
their cultural and family backgrounds, and their
developmental stage of learning.
Our staff are crucial in providing a memorable nursery
experience and our aim is to offer them the best training
opportunities to support our childcare and education
philosophy. Our nursery staff are focused on providing fun,
care and education, and they will work to ensure your child
develops as an individual, whilst helping to nurture them
and encourage learning through discovery and enjoyment.

The staff chosen to care for your child are ALL checked
with the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) and
references are sort which ensures they are eligible to care
for and work with children. We also have a thorough
six-month induction programme for all new staff so that
they are confident in their role and meet our high
expectations.
The majority are formally qualified and experienced but
most importantly genuinely care and show commitment
towards the children in their care.
Our Nursery Manager, is responsible for the day to day
running of the nursery, supported by our Deputy
Manager. A senior member of the Nursery Management
Team will always be on duty during the opening hours of
the nursery.
All our staff are committed to improving their skills and at
Toad Hall we offer our staff both 'refresher' and new
course opportunities. We value our staff, and providing
further training will enable us to continue our
commitment to you and your child.

The focus of our organisation, and the reason we
strive so hard to offer the best possible service, is
always the children we care for.

WORKING WITH PARENTS

PARENTS AS PARTNERS
Working in partnership with parents is paramount to
children's learning and development, Toad Hall prides itself
on the collaborative approach between parents, so that we
can enhance each child's learning and development.
We recognise the important role you are playing in the
development of your child and appreciate that continued
involvement is crucial to your child’s success.
Booking a place for your child at nursery comes with mixed
emotions. (we’ve been there, so we know exactly how you
feel.) If you have any concerns, please talk them through
with us, as we want you to feel completely comfortable.

Our nursery is a welcoming environment for families. You
are invited into the setting at regular intervals such as open
evenings, workshop days and social events. In addition, we
welcome parents to come and volunteer during their
child’s sessions so that you can see just how well your child
is being looked after and how much fun they have. We also
invite you to join our Parent Partnership Group who discuss
ideas for developments at the nursery.
Parents are kept fully informed of their child’s progress via
their own on-line ‘Learning Journey’ diary. Furthermore,
you are kept up to date with all the nursery’s news in our
weekly updates.
Our staff are always on hand to discuss any matters with
you concerning your child. We have an open-door policy at
Toad Hall and you are welcome anytime.

HEALTHY EATING
We ensure that all children are provided with a varied and
healthy diet that contains the correct balance of
nutrients to aid their growth and development. All food
provided is fresh and prepared on the premises by our
Cook and we follow the School Food Trust 'Eat Better,
Start Better' programme.
Our menu is displayed on the outside notice board.
Menus are seasonal and incorporate a variety of flavours
and textures. Our aim is to develop a positive healthy
attitude towards food. We are happy to cater for
individual dietary requirements. Vegetarian option is
available.

OUR FACILITIES

OUR ROOMS
We have four base rooms where children can play and
explore freely, each room provides opportunities for
imaginative play, exploring with construction resources,
quiet activities and rest, sensory experiences, creative
activities, discovery and exploration.
Ages given are purely a guide, children will remain in their
base room until they are ready to make the next transition,

Otters Room (from birth - 15 months)
Toads Room (from 15 months - 2 years old)
Badgers Room (from 2 years - 4 years)
Moles Room (from 3 years 5 years)

OUTDOOR PLAY
At Toad Hall we try to get outside as much as possible and
use the outside as an extension to the classroom. Within
our grounds we have large play and exploration areas with
lots of play equipment, including a purpose built
playground with colourful safety flooring and cycle track,
pavillion, play supermarket and fire-station, nature area
and a vegetable patch with greenhouse and potting shed.
Young children thrive and their minds and bodies develop
best when they have free access to stimulating outdoor
environments for learning through play and real experiences.

SAFETY FIRST
Security is of utmost importance to us. We have internal
and external 24 hour CCTV surveillance in operation and
all doors are alarmed. There is an entry phone system to
our Main Entrance and children are all taught the fire drill
and practices take place regularly.

ACTIVITIES

PLAY FOR OVER 3’S
From the age of 3 to 5, it sometimes seems as if children
spend all their waking hours playing. This is the period
when they put huge amounts of energy and effort into
their play activities. We ensure that they are exercising their
minds and their bodies, whilst giving them enjoyment.
At Toad Hall we cater for all kinds of play for over 3’s. These
include Pretend Play, Constructive Play, Creative Play,
Exploratory Play, Physical Play and Structured Play.

ACTIVITIES

PLAY FOR UNDER 3’S
The youngest babies can start to explore even
before they can sit up, by having mobiles and
mirrors within easy reach, and caring adults to hold
them, talk to them and show them things.
Discovery Play is provided through carefully prepared
treasure baskets, full of objects which babies can safely
explore for themselves. They are filled with interesting
things for babies to grab and feel, shake, taste and smell.
Older babies are able to move around the floor finding
things to experiment with. Adults assist and observe to
sort different toys and objects for children to discover and
investigate, but intervening as little as possible.
Heuristic play requires plenty of space to and plenty of
objects to explore without frustration. Children’s logical
thinking is helped as they continue to use all their senses,
and their ‘fine motor skills’ to handle objects.
Toddlers continue to explore as their own physical skills
develop. Play of this kind involves problem solving and
research has shown that children do a lot of hard thinking
when they are deeply involved in activities of this kind.
Constructive play involves children making things. They
use both their logical and their physical skills to construct
objects which match up to their ambitious imaginings, and
don’t fall down!
Imitative play is when children start to copy the adults. This
includes simple acts like shutting the door, picking up a
pen, or even feeding their dolls. They are learning the ways
of the world and trying out a sense of their own identity.

Pretend Play: dressing up and pretending is an important
way of exercising children’s imaginations, developing their
language and social skills, exploring their own identity.
Constructive Play: children’s play with small construction
toys and building blocks, teaches them logical thinking and
spatial awareness, and develops co-ordination skills.
Creative Play: children explore and represent their world
through drawing and painting, singing and dancing and
making music. They are learning to communicate their
ideas and feelings, as well as acquiring new physical skills.
Exploratory Play: children have access indoors to sand and
water and lots of play equipment, but they also get the
chance to look at the world outside: earth, stones, trees and
leaves, and the small creatures who live there.
Physical Play: outdoors in our garden and play area, the
children are encouraged to run and jump, climb and
balance, and explore their environment actively.
Structured Play: may include jigsaw puzzles, board/card
games and a range of computer activities. These activities
have ‘rules’ and ‘goals’ there is a right way to do them, and
success is achieved by completing the puzzle or winning
the game.

CONTACT US

GET IN TOUCH
We would love to hear from you! Please find below contact details for our nursery.

Toad Hall Day Nursery Ltd
At Wyburns Primary School
Nevern Road
Rayleigh

01268 773386
info@toadhalldaynursery.org
www.toadhalldaynursery.co.uk

Essex
SS6 7PE

@Toadhalldaynursery

